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NEW PLACER FIELD

looted in the Future Sacramento
Valley of Sonora.

Vaqui river ilelta of central
Sonora pOMMBW a climate, a soil, a
topography ami mineral resources

iiiy respects so similar to the
great central basin of northern
California! as to justify a oleec
oniparison in all respects except

dimensions. Even its geological
origin will be found to contain
close analogies.

Aside from its conceded fertilitv
and the magnitude of its harvest of
cereals, etc., all of which can
also he produced on the Vaqui,
the Sacramento Valley of Califor-
nia possesses a unique and special
interest for practical miners, just
now, in the extent of its modern
gold placer operations conducted
on "ue of its affluents above Marys
ville, and hetween that town and
Oroville, some twenty five miles to
the northeast of the first named
city. Instead of placer washing!
by ordinary hydraulic method-- ,

tin' operations are carried on by
gigantic dredges, each machine

uting from 4UMH to 50,( K.IO.

excavate the bejts and river
liore-iines- the Vuha. tributary of

ih -- acramento river. The contents
of their revolving scoops of steel are
subjected to scientific scrutiny and
when all "free gold" has been with-
drawn tbe gravel is again deposited
once more along the hank-- .

These gravel hanks are literally
natural treasure vaults, for so sure
are the operators in question of
obtaining a certain amount of
"pay dirt" of every cubic yard,
thai they unhesitatingly purchase
orchards, houses, or unoccupied
tiriij land along their route for the
purpose of not merely prospecting,
but to obtain the certain known
dividend on their investment. So
far there has been no disappoint-
ment in these estimates, though
the writer could not help sympathi-
sing with some of the good towns-
people of Oroville, who regretted
'lie disappearance of q beautiful
matured olive orchard located on A

I. h bluff, overlooking their charm
ing town from the opposite bank,
u lii' ii was about to disappear in

11 capacious mouth of the dredge.
Fhe roots of the olives wen; known
for a certainty to be entwined
around the groins of auriferous

As one traces the successive
affluents of the Vaqui river, back
dl one reaches the mineralized

area of Southern Arizona and New
Mexico, thence across the foothill
' I' ges of the northeastern sierras

Sonora, thence up into the lofty
is of the Siena Nevadas of
Pacific slope of Chihuahua,

" lers what it's mighty June
"ill contain. Between

'one, Arizona, and Batopilas,
liuahua, is a fairly good stretch.

- not too much to say that it
ls one of the most highly min-ze- d

regions on the Pacific
'"'tween Sitka and Salinas

na so far as Mexico
ncerned the Vaqui river and
''"nts are on visiting terms
the entire area and its every
and corner.

It is at Suaqui that the Uio
Fronteras, Moctezuma, Uio Ba-vis-

and Uio Aros unite and be-

come the Vaqui. But before reach-
ing there they have visited whole
kingdoms of mineral wealth on
their own separate tours of the
vast principalities behind them

The agriculturist of the Vaqttj
valley ascertained centuries ago
that its silt contained all the fertil-
izing elements of the far-fame- d

Nile Hoods, and in abundance.
But the scientific miner and the
capitalist of today have yet to in-

form us what other Ingredients do
the great Hood-tid- e of the Vaqui.
now pouring down from yonder
mountain fastness, contain in its
deep currents, setting so strongly

.toward the Cult of California
waters. ioll. Cupju'r, Silver, Lead,
In, 1, Qyptum and '', are known
to le present and all have
ruined with success at some point
within the compass oi the Vaqui
river or its feeders. Gold is per-

haps among the easiest metals to
te, or ecmingly o. But

copper has been known at given
points in Arizona to be in such
fluid condition that tin cans ax-pos- ed

to the flowing water con-

taining the copper solution pave
become so completely altered as to
practically constitute pure co
W ater, carrying gold in soluti 0

from gold producing stratas above,
is Fortunately, the most common
and most popular mining pro-

cedure.
The history of the entire mining

areas in which the tributaries of the
Vaqui take their rise, a- - well as the
Vaqui Delta it-e- lf. would seem to
justify the conclusion t hat explora-
tion and development should dis-

close comparatively large gold
bearing areas in that region. Nor
would it be any surprise to those
familiar with the mineralized re-

gion here referred to. and also
those of the Sacramento valley
mentioned at the head of this
article, if the western Vaqui Helta
itself should disclose free gold de-

posits, under intelligent explora-
tion, and particularly so under
dredge operations. The river bot-

tom below Los Hornos, i. e., below
the foot hill belt, is accessible for
such explorations at least six to
nine months in the year. Important
pointers should be available by this
time regarding placer-washin- g in
general at Cumuripa, some seventy-fiv- e

miles from Torin, the latter the
leading commercial centre of the
Vaqui valley. The parties operat-
ing at Cumuripa are Americans.
It is known thai they inaugur-
ated work by starting up "dry-wa-hers- ."

which they subsequently
abandoned for regular hydraulic
methods. But verv little authentic
news is however available from
there, which scarcity, sometimes
at least, implies that those in on
the ' ground floor" have a good
thing. What is required, however,
to determine the availability of
the lower Vaqui river banks for
gold dredging operations, is system-
atized "panning" from surface to
led rock wherever available, or
the sinking of shafts or testing-- ,

holes for given distances from live
to twenty miles. Such tests would
speedily determine whether or not
the river bed or its immediate em

bankments, afford sufficient in--1 in its foot hill area proper, there is
ducoment for the requisite capita! located a mineral belt which so far
necessary to introduce dredges. las it has been investigated, indica-Thos- e

used at Oroville, Califor-- i teg that it has a distinct future be-ni- a.

are manufactured in San fore it.
Francisco under tirst class auspices. Leaving Cocorit. thence proceed-The- y

vary in cost from 185,000 Up ling but four miles further up the
to 150,000 in gold, according to river delta, the traveller at once
six? and pattern. That the invest-- encounters distinct indications of
mentsin question have more than gold, copper, lead and silver, also
justified themselves, is amply iron and carbonates of lead. The

i proved by the fact that starting latter appear to constitute large
with but one dredge, some few--

years ago, there are now twenty-fiy- e

in actual operation.
The feasibility from a business

point of view, has been established
by practical and thorough prelimin-
ary tests, in the Vaqui Valley.
The machinery, etc. of the
dredges can be forwarded by direct

or rail from San more importance, promis- -

to Quaymas, WhlCh the Vaqui
is distant only thirty miles by
water. The dredges could be set
up at the mouth of the Vaqui on
the gulf of California and during
the period of high water easily
floated to their destination at any
point forty to fifty miles inland.
Probably Potato or the vicinity of
Torin would afford as good pre-

liminary starting points as any.
much for the possible placer

Helds of the Vaqui Delta; as s

ouartz or lode mining it be
. .ones :! different, nrohlem enti eiv

because
location

dams,

the

valley

Frequent reference made iormauon. carrying
mining Vaqui valuable cop-Valle-

v.

while fact per area said
"open Vaqui around Barranca range.
the great mining the Hank the Urn

operations all. in the dis-q- ui

Valley has become Hermosillo, the
various mining referred

which operations forty miles Cocorit. The
carried on. Ideated the respec-
tive of, generally

junction point of the
Vaqui is some ten odd miles
below Suaqui. district t'res. At
this place the Vaqui receives the
waters the Uio Moctezuma and
the Uio Bavispe which pre-

viously been reinforced their
own tributaries already
referred to. The elevation here is
about feet, at distance

mouth of approximately 200
mils. The propel starting
these upper regions Vaqui

when the traveller once
the Vaqui proper, Cocorit,
some seventy-fiv- e miles from the
gulf, here the guides and needed
camping outfit tents may
he obtained. The Guaymas stage
pa.-s-es this point daily and

the
placer mining some
odd miles fnun Cocorit, where the
Vaqtti river is reinforced by the
Bio TVcoripa. The best known
mining areas further up on the
Vaqui some seventy miles distant

"La Dura," chiefly gold mining
Tlnd operated by the Americans.
But the placer mining orig-
inally referred to as
trial experiment, are in the delta

the west or the
side the stronghold

mountain and foot hills.
their corresponding areas
the Sacramento Valley, these will,

at least, if
all, be prospectively

between fields and orchards.
But these the con-

fluence the river and valley

deposits.
Some twenty miles altogether up

toe river irom uocoru is l.os
Homos. It is an important point
in the foot h II belt. First
of the here of extensive
irrigation works such as diversion

I steel headgates and etc., hut
what for our immediate purpose is

steamer Francisco of very
from

So

ing silver prospects. This is
northwest of the irrigation plant
and known as the ''Sierra de
Mina." It is the property of
intelligent American, Mr. Q. J.
Biggs, who been resident of
the for many years.

Experienced miners in this min-
eralized zone appear confirm
that the regular veins never
encountered water level is

.reached. would appear an
unbroken rule regards gold de-

posits. A short distance from "Los
Hornos" is well defined granite

' ' ... .. f A,
is to neavy om w

operations in the Kde silver ore. A

as a matter of is exist on and
the Delta" is as vet j the This
not scene of any '" 011 western of

at The term Ya-p'aqu- i, officially eastern
a con ven-- : trict of but within
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copper mines are also known as
the "Douglas" property;

One of the most experienced
miners as well as responsible busi-
ness men in this region is Don
Benito Conant. Together with his
brother Don Carlos Conant the
town of Cocorit is largely the re-

sult of their own labor. American
prospectors, investors, or land
seekers would consult their own
interest by conferring with either
of these men. Don Benito Conant
has given speciHc attention to min-
ing in this territory for upwards of
twenty years. He has so many

in the country of his
choice, that to wish every legiti-
mate effort for its development,
g speed, is but to favor his. OWH

interests as well as those of the
new comer. Everv well disposed
. . . 1

Alamos. Cumuripa, aforesaid American can rest assured or a

sixty

worth a

unobstructed

a found at
direct-

ly
At

a

are

a

conuai welcome on me pari 01 me
men here referred to. Those who
are really desirous of entering this
verv promising Held, vet so little
known, and so frequently belied
by mere foolish rumors, will do
well to write them, also (ieneral
Lorenzo Torres of Torin.

The territory here outlined con-

stitutes a principality in geograph-
ical extent and in latent resources.
It is difficult to estimate its future,
but it. is surely destined to become
one of the most productive valleys,
as well as one of the most densely
populated areas of the entire Paci-
fic coast of Mexico. The miner,
the agriculturist, the horticulturist
will soon vie with each other as to
whom shall occupy its vantage

Continued on MOODd jmge.


